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Nurturing a solid base, a kind heart, and a sharp mind for future generation

Jury’s Special Award
Lao Japan School
Principal, Lim Boon Hock

Title of report: Education for Sustainable Development in Lao-Japan School

Introduction

We envision to become a model school, educating students to be future-ready and have a
strong sense of national identity. Our mission is to nurture students to develop a sharp
mind, a solid knowledge base and a kind heart. We aim to share our best practices with
other schools on providing quality education, achieving sustainable green environment and
participating in community services.

Contents of practice

2-1 Quality education: Our curriculum follows the directives of Lao’s socio-economic plan,
working closely with Sikhottabong District Education Bureau. On a monthly basis, our
teachers create activity books to enhance students’ learning to complement the textbook
resources. Our extra curriculum are weekly table-tennis and swimming classes. Parents’
Club plays an important role on bridging the gap between school and home teaching.

Every Monday morning, we conduct flag raising ceremony. We set-up storybook reading
corner and noticeboards to share information among teachers and parents. Classroom size
is kept at 15 students for teacher to reach out to students. The 5s; Seiri, Seiton, Seiso,
Seiketsu and Shitsuke are where we trained students to tidy-up their classrooms before
going home. Every classroom has a shoe rack labelled with students’ photograph and
name. Our school clinic provides first aid treatment and we conduct semi-annually fire and
intruder drills for teachers and students.

Our Befriender program pairs up senior and junior students when senior guide junior on
school life. We actively organize student exchange activities with local and foreign schools.
Annually in July-August and the month of March, we receive volunteers from Rikkyo
University, namely the ‘Japan Weeks in Laos’ program.

2-2 Sustainable green environment: We implement 3R — Reduce, Reuse and Recycle, and
separate garbage into paper, plastic and glass. Kitchen waste is recycled to produce
compost for garden vegetables and fruit trees. Students dry hands with cloth towel instead
of paper tissue. Student flash toilet and wash hands after using toilet, they also wash
hands before meals and brush teeth after eating. Canteen floor is swept and mopped three
times a day.

In the morning, students greet teachers at the school gate before entering school
compound. In the school canteen, students queue up to receive food and return tray to
washing point after meal. We serve dietary balanced food — grains, fruits, vegetables,
protein and dairy. We abide to on No MSG policy.

2-3 Community services: we participate in fund-raising for children hospital via selling
students’ paintings. Monthly trimming of grass and tree trunks; and daily sweeping of dried
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leaves for neighborhood. Mosquito spray on surrounding drainage to prevent dengue
disease.

3. Results and issues
It is one of our objectives on building a sustainable society. Education shapes a person’s
thinking and attitude and; besides teaching languages, science and mathematics in
classroom setting, we conduct activities like tree planting in school compound, reuse
plastic bags and recycle kitchen garbage into compost for growing vegetables. Students
receive etiquette training for good manners and learn to be sensitive to people around
them. Students perform community services such as picking up rubbish in neighborhood
and baking cookies for poor families living in school vicinity. Some students respond to
calls on cycling or walking to school for reducing air pollution caused by fumes of vehicles.

As a result of our activities, students learnt about the importance of green environment
through Reduce, Reuse and Recycle activities. They understood the coexistence with
neighborhood for a harmonic society through performing community services. They
showed sympathy by delivering cookies to poor families and were informed about air
pollution caused by fumes of vehicles. Some senior students raise questions and
discussed with teachers or expressed their concerns through drawing pictures on
environmental issues. They greeted parents who fetch them after school as well as when
there were visitors in school.

Students’ attitude and values also change when they become conscious about the
environment when they gave rabbits banana leaves or grass instead of animal feed.
Teamwork was witnessed on many occasions such as during Sports Day event, cleaning
classroom and senior guiding junior buddy students around school. Students always look
forward to the date of baking cookies for poor families. They understand food wastage;
hence they would consume all food served to them. They helped teachers on classroom
decoration to make sure 5S was maintained. Parents feedbacked that their child helped in
household chores and was respectful in family.

Our activities transform teachers’ awareness about integration, teamwork and whole
school engagement in school events. Teachers understood school philosophy, vision and
mission. They support school system of working whenever there is an event. They never
complain even when work pile up and have to perform overtime work or return to school to
continue on weekends. Teachers’ meeting that is held on every Monday afternoon is a two-
way communication between school management and teachers. Teachers work
enthusiastically to ensure successful in event such as ‘Respect the Elderly Day’, ‘Lao
National Day’, ‘Setsubun-sai’ etc. Please refer to school Facebook laojapanschool for a
glimpse of events.

The issues and prospect of coming years are strengthening Parents’ Club between
teachers and parents on disseminating practices in school. Parents play important role in
supporting what that was taught in school and at home. For example, child learnt about
reuse, recycle and reduce (3R) in school, and parent’s action at home was conflicting the
3R, it confuses the child. A long-term challenge is tuning the mindset of children on
respecting others and environment while giving back to society when they grow up. For the
coming year, social media will be used to share best practices via educational videos
uploaded to Youtube channel.
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Photograph 2: Sorting out
plastic, paper and metal

A

4
Photograph 1: Lao cultural event — Saiba-tsu

Photograph 5: Japanese cultural event
— Setsubun-sai
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